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sicians, not despising the Talmudists and Cabalists, and by
frequent anatomies get the perfect knowledge of that
other world called the microcosm, which is man. And at
some of the hours of the day apply thy mind to the study
of the Holy Scriptures, first, in Greek, the New Testament
with the Epistles of the Apostles, and then the Old
Testament in Hebrew. In brief let me see thee an
abyss and bottomless pit of knowledge, for from hence-
forth as thou growest greaf and bec8metl» a man, thou
must part from this tranquillity and rest of study, thou
must learn chivalry, warfare, and the exercises of the
field, the better thereby to defend my house and our
friends, and to succour and protect them at all their
needs against the invasions and assaults of evil doers.'
This letter is very properly dated from Utopia. It is a
mixture of jest and earnest, and in it Rabelais may be
seen * laughing in his easy chair' at the polymaths of his
age. If the dates allowed it might be considered as a
satire on Milton's Tractate.
The second great vindicator of naturalistic education,
Montaigne, is more outspoken and more consistent. One
of his longest essays is entitled ' On the Education of
Children,' and is addressed to Madame Diane de Foix,
Countess of Guerson. In other essays he touches on the
same topic; in the essay on' pedantry,' in that on ' anger/
in that on ' books/ in that on f the affections of fathers to
their children.' Although his precepts are not systematic,
and are thrown out rather as hints for reflection, yet
there is no doubt that they exercised a very important
influence both upon Locke and Rousseau. Like Rabe-
lais he was profoundly dissatisfied with the pedantry of
his time. ' To what use serves learning if the under-
standing be away.' He says of the scholars of the
age, ' Whosoever shall narrowly pry into and thoroughly

